
CYPRESS GROVE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

MINUTES 
 

Date: December 18, 2023 
8:00 A.M. 

 
Held at 

8756 Boynton Beach Boulevard, Suite 2100 
Boynton Beach, Florida 33472 

 
1. Roll Call   
 
 The meeting was called to order by Chair Walsey at 8:00 A.M. 
 
 The Secretary then called the roll and noted that all Supervisors except Pam Duhaney were present. 
 
 In Attendance: 
 Board Members: Charles Walsey, Larry Portnoy, Rick Elsner, and Pat Fogarty (via Microsoft Teams).   
 District Engineer: Alan Wertepny 
 District Attorney: Peter Breton (via Microsoft Teams) 
 Operations Manager:   Robert Poyner, RLP Property Services, Inc. 
 District Manager:  Michael McElligott, SDS, Inc.  
                                                                                                                        
2. Approval of Agenda   
 
 After a motion by Supervisor Portnoy and second by Supervisor Elsner, the Board unanimously approved 

the agenda. 
 
3. Introduction of Special District Services, Inc. Representative 
 

Mr. McElligott introduced himself. He gave his personal and professional background, and also gave some 
background on the management firm, Special District Services, Inc. The Board welcomed Mr. McElligott 
and expressed their excitement for this new chapter in the District. The Board also expressed their deep 
appreciation for the years of service provided by Mr. Breton and wished him well in retirement.  

    
4. Approval of Minutes 
 

a. After a motion by Supervisor Portnoy and second by Supervisor Elsner, the minutes of the 
Landowners Board meeting of November 20, 2023, were approved 4-0 with no changes. 
 

b. After a motion by Supervisor Portnoy and second by Supervisor Elsner, the minutes of the Regular 
Board meeting of November 20, 2023, were approved 4-0 with no changes. 

 
5. Engineer’s Report 
 

The District Engineer presented his written report (copy attached).  At the request of Mr. Breton, Mr. 
Wertepny went into some depth on the LOSOM (Lake Okeechobee System Operations Manual) so as to 
help Mr. McElligott get an idea of why it is important to Cypress Grove CDD. In summary, Lake 
Okeechobee is the main water source for the District so the levels and/or stages of the water in the lake 
and in the L-8 canal are important to monitor for the users in the District which are primarily in 
agriculture. Mr. Wertepny then continued to go through the various items noted in his written report. 
There were minor updates on most items, with some extended conversation regarding the County Road 
Program. Also, there was confirmation from Mr. McElligott that SDS, Inc. will be taking over the website 
responsibilities from the engineer. Mr. McElligott said he would confirm with his staff that we are set and 
do need anything additional from Mr. Wertepny concerning the website turnover.  

  
6. Operations Manager's Report 
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The Operations Manager distributed his written report (copy attached). He went over some water levels 
and some needed vegetation work in the canals and some mowing. He stated that they will begin the 
repairs on 59th shortly.  He updated the Board that they received a fuel tanker in December.  He updated 
that the problem with flooding at the school is not a District issue, so there won’t be a need for more 
updates on that.   
. 
 

7. Treasurer's Report 
 

a. Financial Status 
The Treasurer, Mr. Portnoy, reported that he has not received the November bank statement yet but 
that he will have approximately $7,700.00 in the bank at the end of the calendar year. Mr. Portnoy 
also informed Mr. McElligott that part of the boxes being turned over to SDS, Inc. today will include 
deposit slips. He also informed Mr. McElligott that now, Mid December, is typically when we start 
receiving the bulk of the NAV Assessments for the District and he will let him know when those checks 
come in. 
 

b. Consider Resolution 2023-05 – Changing Signing Authority at Synovus Bank 
Mr. McElligott explained that this will allow his office to take over check signing, and therefore bill 
paying authority for the District. Mr. McElligott also explained that this resolution will add SDS, Inc. as 
authorized signers on the account, and it will also keep Mr. Portnoy as a signer on the account. Mr. 
McElligott also explained that SDS, Inc. uses a service called Bill.com to pay bills through ACH or 
check. Mr. McElligott also explained how the approval process would work and how Mr. Portnoy would 
be involved in the approval of the invoices prior to issuing the checks. After a motion by Supervisor 
Portnoy and second by Supervisor Elsner, Resolution 2023-05 was approved 4-0.  
 
There were some additional questions regarding reports to the Board and the Audit reports to the 
State. Mr. McElligott explained that they were still getting everything set up in their accounting 
software, but that in the future he will be able to bring financial reports to the meetings with year-to-
date and budget vs actual information. When discussing the state audit, Mr. McElligott explained that 
he and SDS, Inc. are very familiar with Grau and Associates so there will be no issues working with 
them for the audit.  
 

c. Authorization for SDS to Open an Account with a New Bank 
Mr. McElligott explained that during the transition period, we will keep the banking at Synovus, but 
SDS, Inc. does not have a relationship with that bank, so we would like authorization to be able to 
move the District funds to a different bank that SDS, Inc. has an established relationship within a few 
months. After a motion by Supervisor Portnoy and second by Supervisor Elsner, the motion to 
Authorize SDS to Open an Account with a New Bank was approved 4-0.  
 
 

d. Consider Approval of Retention and Fee Agreement with KutakRock LLP 
Mr. Breton went over the Retention and Fee Agreement for KutakRock, LLP for legal services for the 
District. Mr. Breton explained that there is no upfront cost, that KutakRock would bill only on a as 
needed basis based on the hourly rate schedule in the agreement. With this agreement, there is 
nothing exclusive, the Board can choose to change firms in the future if needed. Also, KutakRock 
currently does work for another GL Homes CDD, Corkscrew Crossing. Since they would be on an as 
needed basis, Mr. McElligott said he would take direction from the Board as to when they want Kutak 
to call into Board meetings, but for now there is no need for them to do so. After a motion by Supervisor 
Portnoy and second by Supervisor Elsner, the motion to approve the Retention and Fee Agreement 
with KutakRock, LLP. was approved 4-0. 
 
 

 
8. Attorney's Report 

 
Mr. Breton helped explain the KutakRock, LLP Retention and Fee Agreement. He had nothing further to 
report. 
 

9. Comments by Supervisors 
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The Board again expressed their gratitude to Mr. Breton and wished him well in his retirement. Mr. Breton 
said he believes the Board and the District are in good hands with SDS, Inc. going forward.   
 

10. Comments by Public 
 

 There were no members of the public present. 
 

11. Announcement of Next Meeting Date 
 

The Chair announced that the next meeting would occur on January 15, 2023, at 8:00 A.M. at 8756 
Boynton Beach Boulevard, Suite 2100, Boynton Beach, Florida 33472. 
 

12. Adjournment 
 

 Upon motion by Supervisor Portnoy and second by Supervisor Elsner, the meeting was adjourned at 8:46 
A.M. 

 
  
 
_______________________________________  _____________________________________ 
Rick Elsner, Vice Chair     Pamela Duhaney, Secretary 











Cypress Grove Community Development District 

Operations Report 

12/18/23 

 

• On  December 17, 2023  the offsite L-8 Canal elevation at the North Pump was 15.7 and the 
onsite elevation was 18.4 The South Pump offsite elevation was 15.7 and the onsite elevation 
was 18.4 Lake Okeechobee water level is 15.81  November level was at 15.93 

 
• Canals-  Aquatic herbicide in progress & canal bank spot treatment of Florida Holly. 

 

• Pump reports due January 2024. 
 

•  Side Mowing ongoing. 
 

•  Discussion 59th Lane & north canal road repairs. 
 

• Fuel tank inspection. We had 6953 gal of fuel delivered on 12/7/23 and have used 0 gal since 
delivery.  
 

• Capital Improvement Projects and estimated cost. 
 

1. Repair Canal Bank 59th & Washouts interior CDD Canals. 
2. Marie Ct. Clear & reshape canal banks. (Approx 1 mile.) 
3. Rip Rap reshape canal banks N/S pump stations. (South station started) 
4. Remove brush west canal bank section 29. (Estimate $15,000.00) 
5. Long reach summer maintenance $17,500.00 (Reduced $7500.00) 
6.   
7.  
8. Clean canal bottom east side section 30&31.   Estimate  $12000.00 
9. Close canal SE corner section 34.  Estimate  $3500.00 
10.  
11. Pump replacement original north pump. Option 1. 37,644.00 Option 2. $45,233.00 
12. Replace 40 feet of 72 inch pipe center road section 20&21.  20ft of pipe needed.  Estimate 

$7000.00 
 
 

 



 
   
Future projects clean both sides of district canal banks.  
 
 

 
  

 

 
  

  
 

•  School lake retention. (GL issue) 
 
 

•  ITID  Review CDD & SRG projects.  
  

•  
 

• FPL easement Legum & Carol St. & CDD L-8 Easement update.  
 

• Corbett Draining in to West Canal Section 19. 
 

• Projects to complete.  (Repair canal bank east canal 21&22 
 

• Water boom estimate $3000.00 (GEI Works) 
 

•  
   

 

•  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 




